
08.14.22 10th Sunday after Pentecost 9:30 am

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SERVICE OF WORD
Congregational participation in bold font.

PRELUDE ‘God of Grace’ by Paul Manz

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Those present may make the sign of  the☩ cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.

We confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.

Instead of  putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.

When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.

Set us again on the path of  life.
Save us from ourselves

and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting
pardon and mercy. In the name of☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as
God loves. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG ‘Let the Whole Creation Cry’ ELW 876

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God,
and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to
share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed
and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and
perfecter of  our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Be seated.
FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:23-29

A reading from Jeremiah, the 23rd chapter.

Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in secret places so that
I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the Lord. I have heard
what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have
dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies,
and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name
by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let
the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like fire, says
the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The Word of  the Lord.Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:29-12:2

A reading from Hebrews, the 11th chapter.

[Paul writes] By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had
been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were
disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms,
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept
release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by
the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented—of
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and
holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be
made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race
that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat
at the right hand of  the throne of  God.

The Word of  the Lord.Thanks be to God.
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We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
GOSPEL READING Luke 12:49-56

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you
think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now
on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be
divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say,
‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the
appearance of  earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The Gospel of  the Lord.Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
SERMON The Rev. David T. Drysdale II

REFLECTION SONG ‘Children of the Heavenly Father’ by J. Wayne Kerr

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
APOSTLES’ CREED

We profess our faith saying: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, we come near to the Holy One in prayer. A brief  silence.

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to serving your
people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, and bless the work of
our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural disasters.
Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life and growth. Fill
heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a desire
to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are vulnerable and to
stand publicly against all forms of  oppression. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by racist
discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against based on their gender
identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade our fellow human beings.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with those
who rejoice and weeping with those who weep especially all on our Prayer List, all named as
worship began, and all we name now in the silence of our hearts or on the whispers of our lips
(we pause for the offering of names…). In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have gone before us,
especially Carey Latimer and Janelda Deal. May we run with perseverance the race set before us
until we find our rest in you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. Amen.

PEACE AND OFFERING

The peace of  the Lord be with you always.And also with you.

Greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s peace, saying “Peace be with you.”

We pray: Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every
season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your
blessing. In the name of  Jesus, your beloved Son, we pray.Amen.

Offering envelopes may be placed in the offering plate as you leave worship.
You may also mail your offering to Zion, or give online at zionhickory.org.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit we are bold to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING

The God of  peace, Father,☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of  life this day and always.Amen.

SENDING SONG ‘Lead On, O King Eternal’ ELW 805

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
We will! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE ‘God of Grace’ by Walter L. Pelz
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PARTICIPANTS
If  anyone is interested in reading scriptures, please contact the Church Office.

Presiding Minister………………………………………………………..Rev. David T. Drysdale II
Organist………………………………………………………………………….Frances Whitener
Assisting Minister…………………………………………………………………….Nancy Yoder
L.A.B. Teachers…………………………………………………………Amy Jarrett, Paula Parsons
Ushers…………………………………………………...Kim Walters, Greg Walters, Milton Wrike
Tellers……………………………………………………...Marc Ladnier, Lee Kanipe, Eric Wright

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please contact the church office to add a name for 30 days to the prayer list.

Please pray for those who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially the following:

Zion Members… Joey & Jennifer Brown, Donna Daily, Elsie Eudy, Barbara Haas, Bill Hefner,
Terrell Huffman, Janice Jeffreys, Lynn Kahill, Leigh Ann Lackey, Barb Latimer and Family,
Tom McNeely, Mike McRee, Violet Michael, Catherine Miller, Joe Miller, Casey & Lily Mull,
Kenny Mull, Patrick & Jessica Mull, Jean T. Pitts, Martha Propst, Benelia Reese, Barbara Scronce,
Gene Ward, Janey Whitener, Stephen Whitener, Jerry Yoder.

Homebound… Peggy Austin, Revonda Harris, Charles Hunt, Nellie Lutz, and Dottie Yoder.

Friends of Zion… Debbie Cline, Jackie Coates, Carole Dickerson, Rev. Jessie Drysdale,
Guy D. Elmore, Sandra & Stamey Hardin, David Hollars, Meredith Huret, David Icenhour,
Lovenia Icenhour, Zak Kuhn, Beth LaBarbera, David & Karon Ladnier, Shaun Littlejohn, Terry
Mooneyham, Susan Peebles, Wayne & Brenda Reed, Greg Sigmon, Sherry Sigmon, Jeff Stinson,
Michelle Whitener, Nadine Williams, Patricia Wilmoth, Joyce Wood, Jim Yoder, Renee Yoder.

Condolences… We pray for the families of the following Zion members who recently joined the
Church Triumphant:

Carey Dowd Latimer, age 67, passed away on Wednesday, August 3, following a courageous fight
with cancer. Carey had been an active member of Zion for more than 35 years. A celebration of
Carey’s life will be held on Saturday, October 1st at Catawba Country Club from 2-5 p.m. We want
to keep Carey's family in our prayers, especially his wife, Barbara, his son, Stephen, and his son and
daughter-in-law, Patrick and Faith. The Latimer family is in the care of Bennett Funeral Service of
Newton.

Janelda Sue Kilby Deal, age 80, passed away on Thursday, August 4. She had been an active
member of Zion since February, 1965. In her younger years, Janelda helped her father in the family
business, Kilby’s Store. Janelda and her late husband, Jim, owned IDeal Transport. She is survived
by two daughters, Jennifer Deal Kanipe (Lee) and Julia Deal McNamee (Michael); four
grandchildren, Jeffrey Kanipe (Priscilla), Laura Blalock (Chase), John David Kanipe and
Jed McNamee; four great-grandchildren, Easton, Emily, Alexa, and Parker; and two siblings,
Jimmy Kilby (Debra) and Nancy Hester (Joe).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements are due in the Church Office by Thursday of  each week.

Guest Musician… We are delighted to welcome Frances Whitener to our service this morning.
Frances will be serving as one of our guest organists over the coming months. Please see the
August newsletter for more information about Frances and all of  our guest organists.

Choir Rehearsals Resume… It's that time again for Zion's chancel choir and handbell choir to
resume rehearsals. The handbell choir will meet this Wednesday, August 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. The chancel choir will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the choir room. Please consider sharing your
time and talent (there's a lot of talented members out there!) with these ministries. If you have
questions about the choirs, please contact Dan Bolick, Handbell Choir Director, 828.244.2202 or
John Eckard, Chancel Choir Director, 828.256.7986, or call the church office, 828.294.2532.

Blessing of the Bookbags… On Sunday, August 21, during the 9:30 a.m. service, Pastor David
will lead a special blessing on the upcoming school year. Students are encouraged to bring their
book bags and backpacks, and adults working in the school system are invited to bring their
briefcases, etc., and leave these items around the altar as you arrive for worship that morning.
The pastor will also lead a commissioning and blessing for our Sunday School teachers and other
individuals that lead Zion’s Christian Education ministry.

Back-to-School Pool Party… The Youth and Children's Ministry will be hosting a Back-to-
School Pool Party and Pizza Lunch for Zion’s children and youth of all ages and their families on
Sunday, August 21, at 1:00 p.m. (Rain date: Sunday, August 28, at 1:00 p.m.) The location will be at
Jill Matthews and Jodi Jarrett’s grandparents’ house, 4116 Hickory-Lincolnton Hwy, Newton, NC
28658. We hope you can join us! Please RSVP so we can get a head count for food by contacting
Amy Jarrett, Children's Ministry Director, at 828.234.0108 or email: amyrjarrett@gmail.com.

Zion Eagles… are gearing up for another exciting and productive school year! A planning
meeting with our Eagle volunteers will be held on Thursday, August 25, from 7 to 8 p.m. in the
Parish Center. New volunteers are always welcome! The Eagles will meet on Mondays and Tuesdays
(3:00 to 6:30) starting September 12. Contact Drew Dodd at 828.446.3847 or dodd1@charter.net.

Noisy Offering… The Children's Ministry team would like to thank the congregation for their
generous donations toward the 5th Sunday Noisy Offering on Sunday, July 31, during the 9:30 a.m.
service. The total amount collected was $176.92. Donations were deposited in our Zion Faith
Formation Scholarship Fund.

Digital Sign Update… Total cost for the new church sign is $30,000.00 and the amount
contributed to date is $12,960.00 leaving a needed balance of $17,040.00. If you would like to
contribute, simply designate your donation for “Digital Sign” or “Church Sign”. Thank you!

Weekly Contributions… Contributions to the General Fund the week of August 7 totaled
$11,063.56. Average weekly contributions needed to meet our 2022 budget are $6,646.37. In-person
attendance at last Sunday’s worship service was 58.
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