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Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
Alleluia. (Matt. 24:42, 44)
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SERVICE

OF

WORD

AND

SACRAMENT

Congregational participation in bold font.

PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Those present may make the sign of the☩ cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen.
We confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting
pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as
God loves. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG

GREETING

AND

PRAYER

‘God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens’

OF THE

ELW 771

DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
We pray: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church.
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you
wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Be seated.
FIRST READING

Genesis 15:1-6

A reading from Genesis, the 15th chapter.
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you
give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram
said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But
the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And
he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

A reading from Hebrews, the 11th chapter.
[Paul writes] Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were
prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time
in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation,
even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful
who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were
born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as
it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
GOSPEL READING

Luke 12:32-40

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out,
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be
like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down
to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of the house had
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Be seated.
CHILDREN’S TIME

The Rev. David T. Drysdale II

SERMON

The Rev. David T. Drysdale II

REFLECTION SONG
We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
APOSTLES’ CREED
We profess our faith saying: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS

OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, we come near to the Holy One in prayer. A brief silence.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your Church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your Spirit.
Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
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Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home.
In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of
your bounty. Where natural disaster has occurred, still its violence, bring your peace, and send
your people and resources to aid healing. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by
strife and violence especially Ukraine. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion
and justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love.
Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you especially all on our Prayer
List, all named as worship began, and all we name now in the silence of our hearts or on the
whispers of our lips (we pause for the offering of names…). Help us trust your promise and not be
afraid. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon those who gather as Zion. Fashion our hearts to strive for the
way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation and all who care for those
in need. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they placed
their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
PEACE

AND

OFFERING

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying “Peace be with you.”
We pray: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of
all, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
Offering envelopes may be placed in the offering plate as you leave worship.
You may also mail your offering to Zion, or give online at zionhickory.org.

6

GREAT THANKSGIVING

...we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Loving God, you call us your treasure…
With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s Passover
from death to life as we boldly proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
…ever one God, our savior, and our friend. Amen!
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION

TO

COMMUNION & LAMB

OF

GOD

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. Thanks be to God!

Be seated.
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at Christ’s table.
For the sake of good order, musicians will commune first.
For those worshipping online: commencing after worship and until 11:00 a.m.
you are invited to come to Zion and receive the sacrament under the new portico.
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COMMUNION SONG

‘Blessed Assurance’

ELW 638

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER
May the precious and true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.
We pray: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us
with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all
may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
BLESSING
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you,
comfort you, and show you the path of life this day and always. Amen.
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SENDING SONG

‘Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me’

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
We will! Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
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ELW 767

PARTICIPANTS
If anyone is interested in reading scriptures, please contact the Church Office.
Presiding Minister………………………………………………………..Rev. David T. Drysdale II
Organist……………………………………………………………………………….John Eckard
Assisting Minister…………………………………………………………………….Carter Wright
Communion Assistant……………………………………………………………………..Pam Lail
Acolyte……………………………………………………………………………...Jackson Wright
Ushers…………………………………………………....Scott Jarrett, Ron Herman, Marc Ladnier
Tellers……………………………………………………...Marc Ladnier, Lee Kanipe, Eric Wright

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please contact the church office to add a name for 30 days to the prayer list.
Please pray for those who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially the following:
Zion Members… Joey & Jennifer Brown, Donna Daily, Elsie Eudy, Barbara Haas, Bill Hefner,
Terrell Huffman, Janice Jeffreys, Lynn Kahill, Leigh Ann Lackey, Carey Latimer, Tom McNeely,
Mike McRee, Violet Michael, Catherine Miller, Joe Miller, Casey & Lily Mull, Kenny Mull, Patrick &
Jessica Mull, Jean T. Pitts, Martha Propst, Benelia Reese, Barbara Scronce, Gene Ward,
Janey Whitener, Stephen Whitener, Jerry Yoder.
Homebound… Peggy Austin, Janelda Deal, Revonda Harris, Charles Hunt, Nellie Lutz,
and Dottie Yoder.
Friends of Zion… Debbie Cline, Jackie Coates, Carole Dickerson, Rev. Jessie Drysdale,
Guy D. Elmore, Sandra & Stamey Hardin, David Hollars, Meredith Huret, David Icenhour,
Lovenia Icenhour, Zak Kuhn, Beth LaBarbera, David & Karon Ladnier, Shaun Littlejohn, Terry
Mooneyham, Susan Peebles, Wayne & Brenda Reed, Greg Sigmon, Sherry Sigmon, Jeff Stinson,
Michelle Whitener, Nadine Williams, Patricia Wilmoth, Joyce Wood, Jim Yoder, Renee Yoder.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements are due in the Church Office by Thursday of each week.
Guest Musician… We are delighted to welcome John Eckard to our service this morning. John
will be serving as one of our guest organists over the coming months. He will also be leading our
Wednesday choir rehearsals which resume August 17 at 7:30 p.m. Please see the August newsletter
for more information about John and all of our guest organists.
Come One, Come All… Zion’s Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, August 17,
at 7:30 p.m. John Eckard will be serving as our Choir Director in Spence’s absence. We encourage
all choir members to support our music program as we begin a new season of choral music.
New choir members are always welcome and this would be a great time to join in!
Ringers Needed… The Zion Ringers will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, August 17, at
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The bell choir is in need of additional members this year. Adults and
youth are invited to participate. You do not need to be able to read music to be a part of the choir.
For more information, please reach out to Dan Bolick, Handbells Director, at 828.244.2202 or
email: sigmontdr@bellsouth.net.
Just a Reminder… Midweek around the church building will soon be a little busier. Zion is
hosting the Classical Conversations Homeschool group on Wednesdays during the school year.
This Christ-centered educational program consists of approximately 80 students and they will meet
at Zion from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each Wednesday beginning August 10.
Blood Drive Results… We want to thank everyone who supported the Red Cross Blood Drive
that was held in the Zion Parish Center on August 2. We had a total of 29 donors and collected
33 units of blood. Successful blood drive!
Blessing of the Bookbags… On Sunday, August 21, during the 9:30 a.m. service, Pastor David
will lead a special blessing on the upcoming school year. Students are encouraged to bring their
book bags and backpacks, and adults working in the school system are invited to bring their
briefcases, etc., and leave these items around the altar as you arrive for worship that morning.
The pastor will also lead a commissioning and blessing for our Sunday School teachers and other
individuals that lead Zion’s Christian Education ministry.
Zion Eagles… are gearing up for another exciting and productive school year! A planning
meeting with our Eagle volunteers will be held on Thursday, August 25, from 7 to 8 p.m. in the
Parish Center. New volunteers are always welcome! The Eagles will meet on Mondays and Tuesdays
(3:00 to 6:30) starting September 12. Contact Drew Dodd at 828.446.3847 or dodd1@charter.net.
Digital Sign Update… Total cost for the new church sign is $30,000.00 and the amount
contributed to date is $12,845.00 leaving a needed balance of $17,155.00. If you would like to
contribute, simply designate your donation for “Digital Sign” or “Church Sign”. Thank you!
Weekly Contributions… Contributions to the General Fund the week of July 31 totaled
$3,625.62. Average weekly contributions needed to meet our 2022 budget are $6,646.37. In-person
attendance at last Sunday’s worship service was 75.
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