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Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. A voice from heaven said, ""This is my Son, the Beloved,
with whom I am well pleased."" Alleluia. (Matt. 3:17)
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT

Congregational participation in bold font.
Please silence your cell phone.

PRELUDE AND WELCOME

Invited by the minister, we turn to face the baptismal font.
We make the sign of the cross, ¥ the sign that is marked at baptism, as the minister begins.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, F one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,

the Breath stirring the waters.

Amen.

We turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence s fept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community,

but we have served our own interests

at the expense of our neighbors.

We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,

but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face.

Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,

and walk humbly with you, our God.

Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in " Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG ‘Songs of Thankfulness and Praise’ ELW 310
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest, and king su-preme;
3 Man - i- fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres-ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man -1 - fest;

man - i - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
grace to im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest 1in  gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

an - thems be to  thee ad-dressed,
and may praise thee, ev - er blest,
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God in flesh made man-1i - fest.
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

We pray: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to
their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
FirsT READING Isaiah 42:1-9

A reading from Isaiah, the 42nd chapter.

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he
has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching;

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those
who walk in it: I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand
and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the
eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit
in darkness. I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare, before they spring
tforth, I tell you of them.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-43
A reading from Acts, the 10th chapter.

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable
to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he i1s Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put
him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
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appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.

GosPEL READING Matthew 3:13-17
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and
alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I
am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
CHILDREN's TIME SERMON REFLECTION SONG

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
NiceNE CREED

We profess our faith saying: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
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salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father (and the Son), who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the * resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Be seated.
INSTALLATION OF CONGREGATION LEADERS

The congregation has elected the following members...

We rise in body and spirit as we are able. Those being installed face the assembly.

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and share in the
mutual ministry that Christ has given to all the baptized? We will, and we ask God to
help us.

...that you may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes with the following: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Peace AND OFFERING

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

As you greet one another with a sign of Christs peace, saying, “Peace be with yon,” we thank you for
Joining us in sharing Gods love. You can share your gift either by scanning the OR code provided, giving
online at gionhickory.org, or placing your offering in the offering plate as you leave worship.

Sung: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God, above you heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

We pray: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for
those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we
have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come neat, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of
a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



EucHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy One... We proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.
...Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

...one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’s PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION AND LAMB OF GobD

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see. Thanks be to God.
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Be seated. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion at Christs table.
Today, we receive by intinction, dipping bread into wine. For the sake of good order, musicians will conmune first.
After communing, you may kneel at the rail or return to your seat for private prayer.
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COMMUNION SoNG ‘This Is the Spirit's Entry Now’ ELW 448
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This 1s the Spir-it’'s en - try now: the wa - ter and the word,
This mir - a - cle of life re - born comes from the Lord of  breath;
Let wa - ter be the sa-cred sign that we must die each day

Re - new -ing Spir - it, hear our praise for your bap-tis - mal pow’r
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the cross of Je - sus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard.
the sin - less one from life was torn; our life comes through his death.
to rise a-gain by his de-sign as  fol - I'wers of his  way.

that wash-es us through all  our days.Come,cleanse a - gain  this hour.
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We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER

May the precious and true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

We pray: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this
table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to
all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise, "' bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG ‘Wash, O God’ ELW 445
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1 Wash, O God, our sons and daugh-ters, where your cleans-ing wa-ters flow.
2 We who bring them long for nur - ture; by your milk may we be fed.
3 Oh, how deep your ho-ly wis - dom! Un - im - ag - ined, all your ways!
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Num - ber them a - mong your peo - ple; bless as Christ blessed long a - go.
Let us join your feast, par-tak - ing cup of bless - ing, liv-ing bread.
To your name be glo - ry, hon - or! With our lives we  wor-ship, praise!
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Weave them gar-ments bright and spark-ling; com-pass them with love and light.
God, re - new us, guide our foot - steps; free from sin and all 1ts snares,
We  your peo-ple stand be-fore you, wa - ter-washed and Spir-it - born.
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Fill, a - noint them; send your Spir -it, ho-ly dove and heart’s de - light.
one with Christ in liv-ing, dy - ing, by your Spir - it, chil - dren, heirs.
By your grace, our lives we of - fer. Re-cre - ate us; God, trans-form!

DisMissaL AND PoOSTLUDE

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
We will! Thanks be to God!

PARTICIPANTS
If anyone is interested in reading scriptures, please contact the Church Office.

Senior PastOr. . .oovuii i The Rev. David T. Drysdale 11
GUESE IMUSICIAN. ..t ee ettt et e et et Rev. Rhonda Smith
Children’s MESSAZE. ... ouuuie ittt Caroline Windham
ASSISHNG IMINISTET. ..ttt ittt Brenda Kanipe
Altar Guild.......ooo Dottie Crowder, Nancy Yoder
Ushers. ..o Milton Wrike, Wayne Vaughn, Eric Wright
el S . ettt Kay Dodd, Bill Milner, Patrick Dodd



PRAYER CONCERNS
Please pray for those who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially the following:

(Namzes in BOLD have been added or updated this week.)

Zion Members... Joey & Jennifer Brown, Jack Cooke, Tom Crowder, Elsie Eudy (Catawba
Hospital), Randy Hefner, Ron & Sandra Herman, Ruth Ann Hollar, Kim Hollars, Maxine Huffman,
Camilla Isenhour, Amy Jarrett, Janice Jeffreys, Gary Kanipe, Leigh Ann Lackey, Mike McRee,
Alan Mull, Kenny Mull, Kenny Lee Mull Family, Patrick Mull, Barron & Lois Whitener, Matthew
Whitener, Stephen Whitener, Martha Wrike, Rosie Yoder.

Homebound... Mary Jo Hilton, Gary Johnson, Nellie Lutz, Violet Michael, Barbara Scronce,
Janey Whitener, Dottie Yoder, Jerry Yoder (The Greens, Viewmont).

Friends of Zion... Gary Abernethy, Vicky Annas, Ann Arney, Michelle Barger, Davey Beard,
Jeft Beck, Charlie Boger, Sue Bolick, Easton Case, Patty Cook, Ruth Cook, Ulrike Cox,
Ronald Craig, Bryant Early, Cindy Elder, Kathy Freeman, Alice Greer and Family, Sandra &
Stamey Hardin, Sandra & Don Hefner, Pastor Betty Helms, Tim Hewitt, Myrtle Hilton,
Tina Holloway, Alice Huffman, Dixie Icard, David Icenhour, Alma Jacobs, Gary Jarvis, Anaisha
Jaykumar, Ann Jurney, John Keck, Alice Keenan, Caroline Keller, Toni Kenerly, Savannah Klein,
Joyce Ladnier, Kay-Kay Ladnier, Yolanda Ladnier, Jay Lamb, Dale Love, Sophia Marlowe,
Tim Martin, Teresa Mays, Jim & Anne Rhyne McCoy, Frances McCracken, Mario Molina,
Terry Mooneyham, Randy Neill, Sharon Oxford, Meghan Paris, Steve Pilkenton, David Pruett,
Fred Prince, Wayne Reed, Lacey Reeves, Dr. J. David & Jena Rhyne, Rusty Rhyne, Bryson
Romero, Betty Shook, Gina Sigmon, Greg Sigmon, Pat Stilwell, Andy Tomah, Michelle Whitener.

Condolences... Zion member, Billy “Bill” Joe Hefner, age 97, of Hickory, went home to be with
the Lord on Sunday, January 4, 2026, at Brookdale Falling Creek. Please keep Bill’s family in your
prayers during this time of grief, including his son, Randy Hefner and wife Julie of Hickory; his
daughter, Linda Hacker of Vale; his three grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and his sisters,
Pegey Hefner, Jackie Benfield, and Carolyn Thornburg. A memorial service for Bill will be held at a
later date. Hickory Funeral Home is serving the Hefner family.

Featured Homebound Member...Please encourage this special member with a card or note this
week: Gary Johnson, 206 Ellington Road, Graham, NC 27253.

THis WEEK AT ZION

Today: 9:15 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal
9:30 a.m. Worship Service with Holy Communion
11:00 a.m. Sunday School
Mon: 6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
Wed: 7:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Council Installation.. These newly-elected council members will be officially installed during
worship this morning: Robbin Bass, Carla McRee, Amy Morton, Erik Rudisill, and
Kim Walters. Our 2026 council officers are: Angela Beard, President; Bill Milner,
Vice-President; Caroline Windham, Secretary; and Kay Dodd, Treasurer. We invite the
congregation to pray for and encourage all of our council members and church leaders, and rejoice
in what God is doing through their willingness to serve.

Youth Sunday School.. Upcoming meeting dates for our Youth Sunday School are January 11,
January 25, February 8, and February 22. The class meets after worship in the downstairs
“Orange” room. All youth are cordially invited to join us!

2026 Offering Envelopes... Offering envelopes for 2026 are now available for pick up in the
Narthex. Simply take the next numbered set of envelopes and write your name beside the
corresponding number on the sign out sheet.

Handbell Choir... Following a brief break for the Christmas holidays, the Handbell Choir will
resume regular Wednesday evening rehearsals on January 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Annual Reports.. Ministry chairpersons/council liaisons are reminded that 2025 year-end
reports for the Booklet of Annual Reports are due in the Church Office by Sunday, January 18, 2026.
Please email your report “copy ready” to office@zionhickory.org. We also need a current list of
members for each church ministry. Questions? Please contact Sandra in the Church Office.

Coffee and Donuts... Join us next Sunday, January 18, for our Third Sunday Fellowship. Meet
in the Narthex, beginning at 9:00 a.m., where donuts, coffee, and good company await!

Office Reminder.. Our weekly e-newsletter is emailed to the congregation every Friday
afternoon. If you use email and are not receiving it, please contact the Church Office so we can
assist you. For members who do not use email, a printed copy of the e-newsletter is mailed once a
month and includes the monthly calendar, birthdays and anniversaries, and the current prayer list.
If you would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Sandra in the Church Office.

2026 GENERAL FUND GIVING REPORT

December Year-to-Date December Year-to-Date January Giving January
Giving Budgeted Giving Thru 01/04/26 Budgeted Giving
$398,011.69 $409,839.00 $5,147.00 $32,940.50

Z1oN PLAYGROUND PROJECT

Total Project Cost Project Contributions Refundable Balance Needed
as of 01/04/26 Sales Tax
$88,820.00 $72,544.42 $5,810.00 $10,465.58
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