
03.26.23 Fifth Sunday in Lent 9:30 am

ZION EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SERVICE OF WORD
Congregational participation in bold font.

PRELUDE ‘Lenten Prayer’ JOHNSTON

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Those present may make the sign of the☩ cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the leader begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace. Amen.

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God, we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not
trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather
than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear
over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of
life. Amen.

Receive the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may
receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in
Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.
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GATHERING SONG ‘Restore in Us, O God’ ELW 328

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

We pray: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and
serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Be seated.
FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from Ezekiel, the 37th chapter.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I
will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall
know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews
on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath
in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
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Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say
to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

A reading from Romans, the 8th chapter.

[Saint Paul writes] To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit
to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
GOSPEL READING John 11:1-45

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because
the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he
was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
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When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever
you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha
had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus
began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews
therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Be seated. Children gather at the baptismal font and are led to Children’s Church.

REFLECTION The Rev. David T. Drysdale II

REFLECTION SONG ‘O Dearest Jesus’ BEHNKE
Handbell Choir

We rise in body and spirit as we are able.
APOSTLES’ CREED

We profess our faith saying: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
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Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the ☩ resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our partnerships with
our companion churches around the globe especially the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua
New Guinea—Yabim District, and the Lutheran Church in Costa Rica, and bless the work of
missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in need of
healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air
all around. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind nations and
societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders at all levels of
government who work to promote the dignity of every human life. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by illness
especially all on our Prayer List, all named as worship began, and all we name now in the silence
of our hearts or on the whispers of our lips (we pause for the offering of names…). You hear us when
we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind
us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation and all
who lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With thanksgiving, we
remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love, especially our sister Revonda Harris.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew
your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PEACE AND OFFERING

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

Greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, saying “Peace be with you.”
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We pray: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive
our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Offering envelopes may be placed in the offering plate as you leave worship.
You may also mail your offering to Zion, or give online at zionhickory.org.

Children return from Children’s Church.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth
bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.

SENDING SONG ‘Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’ ELW 886
See hymn on page 8.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Serve in love.
We will! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE ‘There Is a Green Hill Far Away’ WARRINER

PARTICIPANTS
If anyone is interested in reading scriptures, please contact the Church Office.

Presiding Minister………………………………………………………..Rev. David T. Drysdale II
Guest Musician…………………………………………………………………...Barbara Hamrick
Assisting Minister……………………………………………………………………..Nancy Yoder
Children’s Church……………………………………………………...Mary Wepner, Jill Matthews
Pre-K/Toddler Class……………………………………………………..Kim Hollars, Tara Eckard
Ushers…………………………………………………….Eric Wright, Curtis Schultz, Scott Jarrett
Tellers……………………………………………………...Kay Dodd, Doug Eckard, Greg Walters
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SENDING SONG ‘Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’ ELW 886
Service continues on page 7.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Please pray for those who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity, especially the following:

Zion Members… Ellen Cooke, Donna Daily, Billie Detter, Elsie Eudy, Barbara Haas,
Bill Hefner, Ron Herman, Mary Jo Hilton, Randy Hines, Terrell Huffman, Janice Jeffreys, Lynn
Kahill, Leigh Ann Lackey, Barb Latimer, Mike McRee, Violet Michael, Kenny Mull, Jean T. Pitts,
Martha Propst, Benelia Reese, Barbara Scronce, Gene Ward, Lois Whitener, Janey Whitener,
Stephen Whitener, Carter Wright, and Jerry Yoder.

Homebound… Peggy Austin, Charles Hunt, Nellie Lutz, Catherine Miller, Joe Miller,
JoAnn Stafford, and Dottie Yoder.

Friends of Zion… Tina Cash, David & Cindy Elder, Landon Elks, Joya Garriga, Sandra & Stamey
Hardin, David Hollars, Chris Huffman, Alice Keenan, Beth LaBarbera, Terry Mooneyham,
Thomas Moretz, Steven Mowery, Amy Pope, Wayne & Brenda Reed, Guadalupe Rivas,
Rachael Trainer, Jason Weaver, Jennifer Woglemuth, Joyce Wood and Jim Yoder.
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